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otany  in  artB
A former high school English teacher and Editorial Director of  three 
textbook product lines, Deborah Kopka has worked in education and 
publishing for 35 years. Most evenings, however, you won’t find the Apex 
CNS Project Manager at her computer. You’ll find her at the drafting table 
in her studio, painting the flora of  the gardens and farmland that surround 
her Ohio home.

While an Editorial Director with McGraw-Hill in the early 1990s, Deborah was also studying for the ministry 
with the goal of  working with human rights organizations. But when her mother died unexpectedly in 1993, she 
turned to botanical illustration classes at The Huntington Library and Botanical Gardens near her Los Angeles 
home to help ease her grief.

Deborah had always loved drawing, painting, and plants. Botanical illustration proved a perfect mix of  skills and 
passion. Soon she was taking art classes at a community college, studying botanical illustration in England, and 
finally formalizing her education in editorial illustration at Otis College of  Art and Design. She also earned a 
Botanical Art Diploma, with Distinction, from London Art College in the United Kingdom.

A botanical artist for more than 20 years now and back in her home state of  Ohio, Deborah is the visiting artist 
for Watercolor and Mixed Media in the Phipps Conservatory and Botanical Gardens (Pittsburgh) Botanical 
Art and Illustration Certificate Program. She was the botanical illustration instructor in the School of  Art and 
Design at the internationally recognized Toledo Museum of  Art for several years. She has also taught in botan-
ical gardens, including the Matthaei Botanical Gardens and Nichols Arboretum at the University of  Michigan, 
in university and community college adult education programs, and at the Chautauqua Institution in New York. 
In 2012 the Ohio Department of  Natural Resources in Columbus, Ohio, featured an exhibition of  her work. Her 
botanical art is licensed internationally in the stationery and giftware markets.

“My career has been about building relationships,” she says. 
“Sharing my artwork is the ideal way to do this. Sometimes a 
picture really is worth a thousand words! I love using my art 
to connect to our authors, team members, and the client. It’s a 
great way to say, ‘hello,’ ‘thank you,’ or ‘I’m sending you good 
cheer.’” The people she gets to know well receive a holiday card 
with her original art, too.

“I never hide the fact that I’m a professional artist,” she says. 
“It helps personalize my work relationships. And, I’m gratified 
when people let me in on the avocations that are so important 
to their lives. Authors are particularly responsive to my work; 
some have sent me images of  their own art and photography.”
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          eborah and her husband live in Perrysburg, in rural Northwest Ohio, with their tabby 
cats Sean and Erin and a host of  wildlife in their one-acre yard. “Ohio is the perfect place for 
a botanical artist,” she says. “There is inspiration everywhere—in our gardens, on the many 
farms in this region, in local markets, at roadside produce stands. We’ve built great friendships 
with people we buy from year after year. They also give us terrific gardening advice!”

Deborah is a full member of  the Society of  Floral Painters (United Kingdom), the Ameri-
can Society of  Botanical Artists, the Guild of  Natural Science Illustrators, and the Society 
of  Children’s Book Writers and Illustrators. She and her husband are members of  the Ohio 
Farm Bureau Federation that supports the state’s food and agricultural community.

“I always tell my students that that the world needs us more than ever,” she concludes. “Stop-
ping to smell—and draw and paint—the roses is a wonderful way to heal ourselves and heal 
the planet. I may not have finished seminary, but I found a calling in my art and in teaching 
the hundreds of  students I’ve taught by now. What a joy-filled ministry!”
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Top: Apple Life Cycle (2009), Right: Garlic 
and Friends (2016)


