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Citrus medica (Buddha’s Hand), watercolor © 2012 

 

 
 

Zingiber officinale (Ginger Root), graphite © 2011 
 

 

Try Something Different! 
For years I’ve been painting the traditional botanicals 

that appeal to most of us—succulent fruits and 

veggies, seasonal flowers, the jewel-toned gourds and 

Indian corn of autumn. But lately I’ve ventured into 

creating images that fall into the “rarely drawn or 

painted” category, and I’ve been rewarded with some 

wonderful new paintings and some fascinating 

knowledge of botanical lore. 

 

I had never seen the exotic Buddha’s Hand, and I just 

couldn’t pass it by. Piled together, the fruits looked 

like a bunch of octopi, jellyfish, or scary claws. This 

fruit is very fragrant with a thick peel, just a bit of 

flesh, no juice, and few seeds. It’s used for lemon 

zest, candied lemon peel, as an offering in Buddhist 

temples, and as a room and clothing freshener. It was 

a sensory delight to see, smell, and paint! 

 

The ginger root reminded me of industrial chimneys. 

Like Buddha’s Hand, ginger has a long history of 

use. Some of you sushi-lovers have probably eaten it 

with your favorite seafood morsels or a bowl of 

sticky rice. But many around the world ingest it as a 

cure for such ailments as nausea, headache, fatigue, 

colic, and the common cold. 

 

This year when you’re searching for a new botanical 

subject, cruise your local grocery store or produce 

stand, or your own backyard or neighborhood for 

something unusual. Then spend some time learning 

its history and uses. What you discover will doubtless 

give you an even deeper appreciation for the miracles 

and mysteries of our endlessly fascinating world! 
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Botanical Illustration: Drawing 
RIVER l HOUSE l ARTS 

Tuesday Evening, 6 Weeks 

April 10, 17, 24, and May 1, 8, and 15 

6:30 PM – 9:30 PM 

To start your journey in botanical illustration, 

this is the class for you! You’ll learn a basic 

process and natural science illustration 

techniques for creating botanical drawings in 

graphite that combine botanical accuracy with 

graceful composition. A botanical specimen is 

provided for the first class. Some drawing 

experience is helpful, but beginning artists are 

welcome! 

Cost: $215 [students provide their own 

supplies—supply list sent at registration] 

Class size limited to 12 students 
 
 
 

Botanical Illustration: Painting 
RIVER l HOUSE l ARTS 

Saturday Morning, 6 Weeks 

April 14, 21, and 28, and May 5, 12, and 19 

9:30 AM – 12:30 PM 

 

 

Explore natural science illustration techniques 

in watercolor, such as glazing, blending, and 

dry brush to create photoreal botanical 

portraits. A botanical specimen is provided for 

the first class. Some experience in drawing 

botanicals and painting in watercolor is helpful, 

but beginning artists are welcome! 

Cost: $215 [students provide their own 

supplies—supply list sent at registration] 

Class size limited to 12 students 

Deborah’s Spring Class Schedule 

About RIVER l HOUSE l ARTS 
 

 

We are pleased to announce our affiliation with 

RIVER l HOUSE l ARTS, a beautiful fine art 

gallery in downtown Perrysburg that features 

museum-quality exhibitions of 20
th

 century and 

contemporary regional and international works. 
 

Gallery owners Paula Baldoni and Bill Jordan 

have graciously offered to host our botanical art 

classes in their historic building on the Maumee 

River. Those of you who come to the gallery on 

Saturday can shop and eat lunch in downtown 

Perrysburg after class. And everyone, no matter 

when you come, can enjoy the fascinating 

exhibitions and ambiance of this lovely gallery 

on the river! 

 

Class Registration and Supply Lists 

To register for Botanical Illustration: 

Drawing, access: 

http://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/22

3525 

 

To register for Botanical Illustration: 

Painting, access: 

http://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/22

3536 

A supply list will be sent to you when you 

register for either class. Please contact me (419-

873-8426 or dkopka@ameritech.net) if you 

have questions about supplies or the classes. 

_____________________________________ 

FOR MORE ON RIVER l HOUSE l ARTS: 

http://www.river-house-arts.com/ 

115 West Front Street 

Perrysburg, Ohio 43551 

419-874-8900 

http://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/223525
http://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/223525
mailto:dkopka@ameritech.net
http://www.river-house-arts.com/
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Join us Saturday, March 3, 2012 

4:00–6:00 PM 

for the opening of 
 

“Inspired Elegance: 

The Botanical Illustrations of Deborah Kopka” 
 

An Exhibition of Selected Works 

March 3–April 6, 2012 

 

 
 

Library House Antiques and Art 
24122 Front Street 

Downtown Grand Rapids, Ohio 

 
Limited edition prints of the works featured in this exhibition will be available from 

River l House l Arts, 419-874-8900, http://www.river-house-arts.com/ 



 

DK Designs 

Deborah Kopka, Principal 
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. . . Remember to Stop and Smell (and 

Draw and Paint) the Botanicals! 

Our lovely Sugar, who has been with us for five 

years, needed to be retired from riding. She is 

now a pasture companion to a big draft horse on 

a beautiful farm in Northwest Ohio. Before she 

left our daily lives, she said to tell you that 

wherever you are, we hold you in our hearts and 

wish you the very best. Enjoy some quiet 

moments to draw and paint the botanicals of 

spring. And light a candle of hope in your 

window for our beloved Mother Earth. All of us 

in the DK Designs family—humans, horses, cats, 

birds, ducks, geese, rabbits, and assorted 

Midwestern wildlife—wish you roots, shoots, 

and diverse fruits from our Ohio home and 

studio where our roots are planted deep. 

 
May the gifts of nature inspire, enrich, and heal you. 

And may you always remember: 

 

“Heaven is under our feet as well as over our heads.” 

Henry David Thoreau 
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Sugar Says . . .  

In loving memory of Christine R. Zeisloft 

December 17, 1928–November 21, 2011 

“Hannah’s World” Featured in 

SCBWI, Northern Ohio, 2012 

Calendar 

“Hannah’s World,” a pen-and-ink illustration I 

created to honor the birth of my grandniece 

Hannah, was one of 12 children’s illustrations 

featured in the 2012 calendar of the Northern 

Ohio Division of the Society of Children’s 

Book Writers and Illustrators (SCBWI). 

 

Some 100 members voted for their favorite 

illustrations submitted by Society members at 

the September 2011 Northern Ohio SCBWI 

Conference in Cleveland. “Hannah’s World” is 

the illustration for the month of April. 

 

“Hannah’s World,” pen and ink, © 2005 
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