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quickly to capture the blooms, picked apples on a 

local farm from spring buds to harvest for a life 

cycle painting. Even if I had never improved my art 

skills over the years, the joyful times spent with 

botanical subjects that continually teach me about 

the miracle of Life have indeed made my journey a 

constant reward. 

 

 

“Real artists ship.” 
Jobs was notorious for issuing unyielding “ship to 

customer” dates—even when his employees were 

inventing products and processes where no tekkie 

had gone before. He knew when it was time to let 

go. And even though he caused his staffers to have 

humongous anxiety attacks, his ability to 

communicate his vision, provide the environment 

for the creative process, and then launch the 

product produced astounding results. 

 

Do yourself the same favor: Set a date for 

completing your work, create the image(s), and 

then SHIP! Whether planning an exhibition, 

preparing a portfolio, or showing a finished piece to 

family and friends, have the courage to launch your 

art into the world. You will always look at every 

piece you paint and think you could have done 

better. But get it out there. SHIP! And next time, 

you will do better. 

 

 

(continued on the next page) 

Stay Hungry, Stay Foolish! 
I am hardly what could be called a high-tech kind 

of a girl! I grew up with manual typewriters, 

telephones with dials and cords, transistor 

radios…and I didn’t even touch a computer until I 

was 30. But over the course of my career, I’ve had 

the privilege of working with many savvy and fun 

IT professionals who helped me learn and made 

me truly appreciate the computers, apps, cell 

phones, and MP3s we now use daily. 

 

So it was with no small amount of glee that I dove 

into the authorized biography Steve Jobs by Walter 

Isaacson to get some visibility on how technology 

has evolved and continues to change our lives due, 

in considerable part, to Apple Co-Founder Steve 

Jobs. By his own admission, Jobs set out to change 

the Universe—and, of course, he (and many 

others!) did. I wanted to share some of his 

reflections because they pertain to the artistic 

process we know so well. 

 

 

“The journey is the reward.” 
I often set up plant portraits that I’ve completed 

and look at them frequently while doing my “day” 

work at the computer. They tell me how far I’ve 

come as an artist. But more important, they evoke 

halcyon days when I gathered just the right gourds 

in the autumn, bought roses on a frozen morning 

for my students in cancer treatment, grew an 

amaryllis on my drafting table and painted it  
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“Dancing Beans,” watercolor. Copyright 2012. My 
“beginner’s mind” take on a common subject. 

 

 
 
“Amaryllis,” watercolor. Copyright 2012. The morning 
sunlight streaming through the amaryllis trumpets on 
my drafting table provided many an “Oh wow!” 
moment. 

(Stay Hungry, continued from page 1) 

 

“Stay hungry, stay foolish.” 
In his commencement speech to the Stanford 

class of 2005, Jobs exhorted graduates to “stay 

hungry, stay foolish.” In other words, keep what 

in Buddhism is called your ever-open “beginner’s 

mind.” For artists, that means approaching your 

paintings with excitement about the many 

possibilities for their execution. It’s easy for us to 

stick to our predictable ways of doing what 

usually works. But never be afraid to try 

something new—a new technique, a new type of 

composition, or a new subject that might initially 

seem just a little too tough to paint. 

 

 

“Oh wow. Oh wow. Oh wow!” 
According to Jobs’ sister, these were Steve’s last 

words spoken just hours before his death. It 

seems that with all his accomplishments, with his 

monumental genius, even Jobs was awed by the 

magnificence of what he was apparently seeing 

on the Other Side as he gazed past those gathered 

at his bedside and slowly slipped away. 

 

I hope Steve Jobs is still developing new 

products, inspiring new souls, and pushing, ever 

pushing, for that next great achievement. 

 

But I also hope, wherever he may be, that he’s 

taking some well-earned time to stop and smell—

and maybe even draw and paint—the roses. In 

our busy lives as artists, partners, parents, 

employees, friends, neighbors, and stewards of 

our Beloved Mother Earth, may we all remember 

to do the same. May we all take some time for 

mindful reflection on what really matters in our 

lives so we can say, at least once each day, “Oh 

wow. Oh wow. Oh wow!” 
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Botanical Illustration: Drawing in Graphite 

Owens Arrowhead Campus, Maumee, OH 

This class begins your journey in botanical 

illustration. You’ll learn a basic process and 

natural science illustration techniques for 

creating botanical drawings in graphite that 

combine accuracy with graceful composition. 

You will also learn about the fascinating history 

of botanical art and how botanical artists today 

are bringing fresh perspective to this traditional 

art form. A botanical specimen is provided for 

the first class. Some drawing experience is 

helpful, but beginning artists are welcome and 

encouraged to attend. A class supply list will be 

sent upon registration.  

Mon., 6 Weeks 

June 3, 10, 17, 24; July 1, 8 

6:00 PM–9:00 PM 

COURSE NUMBER: 53225 

$249 per student 

Class size limited to 12 students 

 

REGISTRATION INFORMATION 

 

 

 

Botanical Illustration: Painting in Watercolor 

Owens Arrowhead Campus, Maumee, OH 

Explore natural science illustration techniques in 

watercolor, such as glazing, blending, and dry brush 

to create photoreal botanical portraits. You will also 

learn how watercolor can be combined with other 

media such as graphite, pastel, and pen and ink. A 

botanical specimen is provided for the first class. 

Some experience in drawing and watercolor 

painting is helpful, but beginning artists are 

welcome and encouraged to attend. A class supply 

list will be sent upon registration. 

Mon., 6 Weeks 

July 15, 22, 29, August 5, 12, 19 

6:00 PM–9:00 PM 

COURSE NUMBER: 53224 

$249 per student 

Class size limited to 12 students 

 

Botanical Drawing Camp for Grades 6–12, 

Owens Arrowhead (Maumee) and Findlay 

Campuses 

In this workshop for young artists, students will 

learn how to draw a variety of botanicals, working 

in pencil and following a step-by-step process. Each 

session will include demos and individual 

instruction. In addition to sharpening their drawing 

skills, students will develop a deeper appreciation 

for the natural environment. All art supplies and 

botanical subjects are provided. Students can bring 

their own botanical subject for the last day 

Mon.–Thurs., 4 Consecutive Days 

July 15, 16, 17, 18 

9:00 AM–Noon, Findlay Campus 

COURSE NUMBER: 53181, $149 per student 

 

2:00 PM–5:00 PM Arrowhead Campus 

(Maumee) 

COURSE NUMBER: 53210, $149 per student 

 

Deborah’s Upcoming Class Schedule 

Owens Community College 
 

You can register online at www.OwensWorks.com, 

Workforce and Community Services; click the “Play” 

Non-Credit Course Catalogue 

 

Register in person at the Owens Arrowhead Campus, 

1724 Indian Wood Circle, Maumee, Ohio 43537 

 

For enrollment with MasterCard, Discover, Visa, or 

American Express, call the Toledo-Area Campus at (567) 

661-7357, or 1-800-GO-OWENS, Ext. 7357. 

 
Classes are filled on a first-come, first-serve basis. Class 

confirmations are not mailed. But you can request a 

receipt by calling (567) 661-7357. 

 

There is no charge for parking, and permits are not 

required. 

http://www.owensworks.com/
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Welcome Sean (front) and Erin (rear), shown here under my 

Mom’s 1963 aluminum Christmas tree that we set up every 

 year in our garden gallery. They’re 18 months old, happy as 

can be, long and lean (although they look like little kitty 

meatloaves here), and gorgeous! They come to us courtesy of 

South Suburban Animal Hospital, our local veterinary clinic.. 

 

. . Remember to Stop and Smell (and Draw 

and Paint) the Botanicals! 
Wherever you are, we hold you in our hearts and wish you 

the very best. Enjoy some quiet moments to draw and paint 

the botanicals of spring. And light a candle of hope in your 

window for our beloved Mother Earth. All of us in the DK 

Designs family—humans, horses, cats, birds, ducks, geese, 

rabbits, and assorted Midwestern wildlife—wish you roots, 

shoots, and diverse fruits from our Ohio home and studio 

where our roots are planted deep. 
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Welcome Our Newest Additions! 
Special Thanks to…. 

Rhonda Hogrefe, Adult and Continuing Education, 

Workforce and Community Services, Owens 

Community College, for making it possible for us 

to offer classes at Owens. 

 

...The Society of Floral Painters, United Kingdom, 

for accepting me as an Associate Member and for 

publishing a profile in its Winter 2013 Newsletter 

on my development and work as a botanical artist 

entitled “Botanical Art Integral to Daily Life.” 

 

…The Ohio Department of Natural Resources 

(ODNR) in Columbus, Ohio, for hosting an 

exhibition of my work December 2012. 

 

 
 

With Gus Smithhisler, Roadway Maintenance Program 

Manager, Engineering Division, of the ODNR, at my 

December 2012 month-long exhibit. Gus spearheads 

ODNR’s “Art in the Halls Program,” which features 

the work of an Ohio artist each month. He was 

enormously helpful in setting up our exhibit. Gus is 

also a well-known master pumpkin carver! Access his 

website at http://squashcarver.com 
 

May the gifts of nature inspire, enrich, and heal you. 

And may you always remember: 

 

“Heaven is under our feet as well as over our heads.” 

Henry David Thoreau 

 
DK Designs 

Deborah Kopka, Principal 

Dennis Zeisloft, Business Manager 

419-873-8426 (voice) 419-873-8436 (fax) 

dkopka@ameritech.net   www.dkdesigns.org 

www.botanicalartists.com 

Follow us on Twitter: @DKDesignsBotArt 

 

 

In loving memory of: 

Steve Jobs, 1955–2011 

Belle (“Belle Bijoux”), 1999–2012 

Devon (“Exceptional Addition”), 2003–2012 
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