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In Praise of Indian Corn 

 

Many botanical artists have at least one plant 

or flower they love to paint, and they return to 

it again and again. For me, that special 

botanical is Indian corn. I’ve been fascinated 

by it since I was a child. While I was initially 

developing my illustration skills many years 

ago, Indian corn often found its way to my 

drafting table. One of my earliest pieces is a 

colored pencil drawing of Indian corn on 

coquille board. 

 

Today the coming of fall means I’ll soon be 

sorting through these jewel-toned beauties at 

local produce stands, looking for just the right 

pieces to draw. Every one I choose has to 

speak to me. 

 

The image on this page took many hours to 

complete. I reproduced the color and striations 

on each kernel exactly as I saw them. The 

paper-thin husk twisted and turned into its own 

interesting pattern. I couldn’t resist putting a 

stylized harvest moon behind the image. When 

I get the longing for autumn during the year, I 

have only to look at this piece to experience 

that special fall feeling. 

 

I displayed this painting at the end of one of 

my courses. “Oh my gawd!” said one of the 

students. “You spent all that time looking at an 

ear of corn?” 

Well, actually, I did, and I highly recommend 

that you take some time to do the same. Look 

closely at an ear of Indian corn. It won’t be 

long before you’re marveling at its shape, 

color, and texture. Then try your hand at 

drawing or painting an ear or two. And let me 

know how you do! 

Indian corn. 18” x 24”. Mixed media. 
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Deborah’s Fall Class Schedule 
 
Botanical Drawing I: Graphite 
Mondays, 10 Weeks 
September 13–November 15 
6:00–9:00 PM 
 
Learn a basic process and natural science 
illustration techniques for creating 
botanical drawings in graphite that combine 
botanical accuracy with graceful 
composition. Each session includes 
demonstration and practice in drawing 
botanical shapes and patterns. 
 
You will also look at the fascinating history 
of botanical art. The course concludes with 
a self-selected project. A botanical 
specimen is provided for the first class. 
Beginning artists are welcome and 
encouraged to attend! 
 
Maximum number of students: 7 

This class will be held at: 
 
Edgerton Art 
26963 Eckel Road, Suite 301A 
Perrysburg, Ohio, 43551-1292 
419-290-OILS (6457) 
 
Access the complete class list and 
registration forms at: 
www.edgertonart.com 

Private Lessons 
Private lessons are available for those who 
want personal instruction, help with a self-
selected project, or tutoring for home-
schooled children. Please call me at 419-873-
8426 or email dkopka@ameritech.net for 
schedule information. 

 

 

These concord grapes were part of the yearly 
yield from the arbor in our  yard. We’ve added 
new vines in our back garden this year. 
 
Concord grapes. 14” x 17”. Mixed media. 

http://www.edgertonart.com/
mailto:dkopka@ameritech.net
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Gourds and Chinese Lanterns. 11” x 14”. 
Colored pencil on coquille board. 

Autumn Medley. 18” x 24”. Watercolor and 
graphite. 

Commissions 
Think ahead for the holidays! We invite 
you to commission a botanical portrait 
for your home or business, or a unique 
keepsake for a loved one such as a 
portrait of selected flowers from a 
wedding bouquet or a favorite botanical 
subject. 
 
All 11 x 17 original artwork will be 
produced on the finest archival quality 
300-pound Italian watercolor paper 
ready for framing. Give a gift that lives 
on and on! 

 

Sing a song of seasons; 
Something bright in all; 

Flowers in the Summer; 
Fires in the Fall. 

 
Robert Louis Stevenson 



 

 

For information on licensing images, 
commissioning artwork, or scheduling 
instruction or presentations, contact: 

DK Designs 
Deborah Kopka, Principal 

Dennis Zeisloft, Business Manager 
419-873-8426 (voice) 
419-873-8436 (fax) 

dkopka@ameritech.net 
www.dkdesigns.org 

 

Copyright © 2010 by Deborah Kopka. All images are property of Deborah Kopka and may not be reproduced, 
stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted without written permission.  If you do not wish to receive further 
issues of this newsletter, please send a note to dkopka@ameritech.net and you will be removed from the 
mailing list. 
 

 

Happy Harvest! 
 

 

 
 

The yield from one afternoon of picking tomatoes in our 
vegetable garden! 

 
We hope you take some time this fall to listen to 
locusts, watch dragonflies glide, kick up some 
leaves, take a ride in the country, carve some 
pumpkins, buy (and maybe paint and draw) some 
colorful Indian corn—and light a candle in your 
window, too! 
 
My husband and I send you botanical blessings 
from our Ohio home and studio where our roots 
are planted deep! 
 
 
May the gifts of nature inspire, enrich, and heal you. 

And may you always remember: 
 

“Heaven is under our feet as well as over our heads.” 
Henry David Thoreau 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Books by Deborah from 

Lorenz Educational Press 
 
My Global Village series is still in production and 
will be available from Lorenz Educational Press 
in Dayton, Ohio, later this fall. 
 
This high-interest series for Grades 4–8 features 
the history and culture of 27 countries, along with 
fun, easy-to-do activities. Look for more 
information in our December newsletter. 
 
In the meantime, you can order my children’s 
books by visiting lorenzeducationalpress.com. 
You can also search Deborah Kopka on 
amazon.com. 
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Listen! The wind is rising, 
And the air is wild with leaves, 
We have had our summer evenings, 
Now for October eves! 
 

Humbert Wolfe 
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