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Creating Botanical Art That Evokes the Peace and Healing of the Natural World 

 

Happy Harvest! 

No matter where we are, from New England to the West Coast, most folks seem to have a 

love affair with Fall! For many of us it represents more new beginnings than any other time 

of year. Even during our 20 years in sunny and usually hot Los Angeles, Denny and I still 

felt that shift in the light and change in the air that signaled the coming autumn. We never 

failed—we still never fail—to celebrate this happy season. 

 

We wish you all the good cheer of this special time of year. Buy some pumpkins and Indian 

corn. Kick up some leaves. Drink some cider. Roast some marshmallows. Attend a county 

fair. Light some candles. And simply enjoy all the blessings of the harvest. 

Pine Street Pears, 18 x 24, mixed media, © 2013. We planted a very small pear tree for our 34th anniversary 

three years ago, and now it’s flourishing with fruit and stretches 30 feet or more. One of my painting goals 

this summer was to capture its life cycle. The fact that it commemorates our wedding anniversary makes this 

painting doubly meaningful to both of us. 
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Visit Our Redesigned Website 

dkdesigns.org 

 

 

Our Deborah Kopka Designs website—dkdesigns.org—has been totally redesigned, updated, 

and made much more user friendly. Now you can access our current class schedules, along with 

downloadable class supply lists and newsletters. We also give you links to other botanical art 

organizations. Stop by and click around. We look forward to hearing from you. 
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Botanical Illustration: Drawing in Graphite 

Owens Arrowhead Campus, Maumee, OH 

This class begins your journey in botanical 

illustration. You’ll learn a basic process and 

natural science illustration techniques for 

creating botanical drawings in graphite that 

combine accuracy with graceful composition. 

You will also learn about the fascinating history 

of botanical art and how botanical artists today 

are bringing fresh perspective to this traditional 

art form. A botanical specimen is provided for 

the first class. Some drawing experience is 

helpful, but beginning artists are welcome and 

encouraged to attend. A class supply list will be 

sent upon registration. Or you can download the 

class supply list from dkdesigns.org 

 

Sat., 6 Weeks 

September 14, 21, 28; October 5, 12, 19 

9:00 AM–Noon 

$249 per student 

Class size limited to 10 students 

Course Number 56211 

 

 

 

Botanical Illustration: Painting in Watercolor 

Owens Arrowhead Campus, Maumee, OH 

Explore natural science illustration techniques in 

watercolor, such as glazing, blending, and dry brush 

to create photoreal botanical portraits. You will also 

learn how watercolor can be combined with other 

media such as graphite, pastel, and pen and ink. A 

botanical specimen is provided for the first class. 

Some experience in drawing and watercolor 

painting is helpful, but beginning artists are 

welcome and encouraged to attend. A class supply 

list will be sent upon registration. Or you can 

download the class supply list from dkdesigns.org 

 

 

Mon., 6 Weeks 

October 21, 28; November 4, 11, 18, 25 

6:00 PM–9:00 PM 

$249 per student 

Class size limited to 10 students 

Course Number 56212 

 

 

Deborah’s Upcoming Class Schedule 

Owens Community College 
 

REGISTRATION INFORMATION 

 

You can register online at www.OwensWorks.com, Workforce and Community Services; click the Non-Credit 

Brochure icon at the bottom of the page. 

 

Register in person at the Owens Arrowhead Campus, 1724 Indian Wood Circle, Maumee, Ohio 43537 

 

For enrollment with MasterCard, Discover, Visa, or American Express, call the Toledo-Area Campus at (567) 661-7357, or 

1-800-GO-OWENS, Ext. 7357. 

 
Classes are filled on a first-come, first-serve basis. Class confirmations are not mailed. But you can request a receipt by 

calling (567) 661-7357. 

 

There is no charge for parking, and permits are not required. 

http://www.owensworks.com/


 

Copyright © 2013 by Deborah Kopka. All images and content in this newsletter are property of Deborah Kopka 
and may not be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted without written permission. If you do 
not wish to receive further issues of this newsletter, please send a note to dkopka@ameritech.net and you will 
be removed from the mailing list. 
 

 

. . . Remember to Stop and Smell (and Draw 

and Paint) the Botanicals! 
Wherever you are, we hold you in our hearts and wish 

you the very best. Enjoy some quiet moments to draw and 

paint the botanicals of autumn. And light a candle of hope 

in your window for our beloved Mother Earth. All of us 

in the DK Designs family—humans, horses, cats, birds, 

ducks, geese, rabbits, and assorted Midwestern wildlife—

wish you roots, shoots, and diverse fruits from our Ohio 

home and studio where our roots are planted deep. 
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Special Thanks to…. 
Our summer students at Owens Community College 

for their hard work, enthusiasm, and good cheer! 

 

Botanical Illustration: Graphite 
John Myers 

 

Nancy Parker 

 

Paula Whited 

 

Sydney Whited 

 

Botanical Illustration: Painting 
Mark Cooper 

 

Donna Ebert 

 

Barbara Paglione 

 

Laurie White 

 
AND THANK YOU RHONDA HOGREFE AND THE 

STAFF OF OWENS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

CONTINUING EDUCATION DIVISION FOR YOUR 

HELP AND ONGOING SUPPORT! 

May the gifts of nature inspire, enrich, and heal you. 

And may you always remember: 

 

“Heaven is under our feet as well as over our heads.” 

Henry David Thoreau 

 

DK Designs 

Deborah Kopka, Principal 

Dennis Zeisloft, Business Manager 

419-873-8426 (voice) 419-873-8436 (fax) 

dkopka@ameritech.net   www.dkdesigns.org 

www.botanicalartists.com 

 
 

 

Welcome Fall! 
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